Meet the Masters
November Program

Grade 8

Art Can Tell A Story

Benardo Martorell "St. George Killing the Dragon"
Raphael "St. George and the Dragon"
Topics for Discussion:
See following pages.
Hands-on Art Project: Tell a Story in Collage

Teacher Preparation: Students should bring to school pictures from magazines or newspapers
that contain people, animals, landscapes, etc. These should be images the
students can use in a composition that will conjure up a story from their
imaginations. The pictures will be combined with colored pencil. The
clippings will provide the subject while the colored pencil will be used to
add background and emphasis to the main subject. Students could also
build a mythical creature using clippings from magazines.
(See attached note to copy and distribute to the class).
Materials:

Stiff paper 9"x 12" or larger or colored construction paper
Magazines and newspapers (pre-cut images brought in by students)
Scissors
Glue
Colored pencils

Directions:
1. Arrange cut-out images on paper until they provide the basis for a story. This can be realistic
or imaginary. (Various animals can be combined to produce a dragon.)
2. Spaces around the images can be filled in with the drawing materials. Backgrounds can be
added and forms can be elaborated.
3. Be sure to fill in all space and not leave blank or white areas of the paper.
This is a fun, creative way to approach storytelling. Students could write a brief story to explain
their artwork on the back of their creation.

til

Attention 8 grader:
Please bring pictures from magazines or newspapers that contain people, animals,
landscapes, etc. to be used for a composition in our next Meet the Masters project.
The clippings should be ones that you can use to conjure up a story from your
imagination. You could also build a mythical creature using these clippings.
Be sure to have your items at school no later than

Thank-you,
Your Meet the Masters Volunteers

George Kitting the Dragon
Bernardo Martorell
Overview

B

ernardo Martorell was one of the greatest artists of his
time from Catalonia. In the middle ages, Spain was divided into separate kingdoms. The kingdom of Catalonia was in
the northeastern region of present-day Spain.
Bernardo Martorell was the son of a butcher. He grew up in a
small country village, and later worked in Barcelona, the most
important Catalan city. He painted large and small works, and
designed stained-glass windows, as well as vestments, clothing
worn by priests during religious services. MartorelTs son and
grandson also became artists.
Saint George was a popular saint in medieval Europe where
the knightly code of conduct emphasized heroism and courtly
manners toward women. He became the patron saint of
European soldiers and armorers, as well as the patron saint of
Catalonia, Portugal, Russia, and England. April 23 is still celebrated regionally as Saint George's Day in some areas of
Europe.

What's the Story?

T

he legend of the life of Saint
George, who is seen in this
painting, took place in Silena, a
town in the present-day country
of Libya in north Africa.
According to medieval accounts, a
horrible dragon living near the
town poisoned everyone who
passed by with his noxious
breath. To calm the dragon, the
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citizens of Silena first
offered him two sheep a
day, but when they began
to run out of sheep, they
offered him one sheep
and one youth or maiden
chosen by lottery. On the
day the knight George
arrived in the town, the
king's daughter had
drawn the unlucky lot.
The knight offered to kill
the dragon if the citizens
(20,000 of them) would
agree to be baptized as
Christians. Saint George
Killing the Dragon shows
the knight defending the
princess from the dragon,
while the king and his
remaining subjects watch
from a distant castle.
Accounts of the lives of
Christian saints were
often written down by
monks and elaborated by
storytellers and artists.
These stories were compiled in medieval Europe
by a mid-thirteenth century Italian bishop named Jacobus de Voragine in his book The
Golden Legend. This collection provided many of the details
that appear in Bernardo MartorelTs painting. Other details
depicted by Martorell are found in a popular Catalan text from
the late fourteenth or early fifteenth century, called La historia
de la vida de SentJordi (The History of the Life of Saint George).

Saint George
Killing the Dragon,
1430/1435
Bernardo Martorell
(Spanish, about 1400-1452)
Tempera on panel
Gift of Mrs. Richard E.
Danielson and Mrs.
Chauncey McCormick,
1933.786

Why Is This Story Told on a Spanish
Altarpiece?

C

elebrating soldiers was important in the Middle Ages in
Europe because feudal society was built on military allegiances. In Martorell's day, military values were particularly
honored on the Iberian peninsula (present-day Spain and
Portugal), because the land was divided into Christian and
Muslim kingdoms, which had been fighting each other for
hundreds of years. The Reconquest, as Spanish Christians
called it, was completed only in 1492, when the armies of King
Ferdinand of Aragon and Queen Isabella of Castile — the joint
rulers of Christian Spain — captured Granada, the last Iberian
kingdom under Muslim control.
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The knight had a special place in medieval culture in this
context of constant warfare. Chivalry's code of conduct, with its
emphasis on heroism and courtly manners toward women,
inspired high standards for knightly behavior. These standards
were appealing to the Christian Church, which made the
knighting ceremony a religious occasion with a church vigil
and purifying bath. The story of the man who became Saint
George is of a knight who acted according to the highest ideals
of Christianity and chivalry, and therefore was featured in
many works of medieval Christian art.
As the purpose of Christian altarpieces was to inspire and educate worshippers, depiction of the moving events of Saint
George's life and his eventual death for his Christian faith
would have provided an appropriate example to the faithful.
For the many Christians in the Middle Ages who could not
read, altarpieces such as Saint George Killing the Dragon told
the story of the triumph of good over evil and of the virtues of
knighthood in a dramatic and satisfying way. In addition, Saint
George's story, told as though he were a Catalan knight fighting on behalf of his faith, enhanced the painting's connection
to the highly placed citizens of Catalonia, who commissioned
the altarpiece.

Santiago
Compostela

Madnd

In the early fifteenth century, the Diputacio, or Catalan parliament, began to renovate a series of modest houses in
Barcelona into a magnificent municipal palace, the Palau de la
Diputacion. Saint George Killing the Dragon was probably commissioned for the palace's Chapel of Saint George, which still
stands. Masses in such chapels were held to honor a community's patron saint and, through that patron, to help ensure the
salvation of its members. Other images of Saint George, the
patron saint of Catalonia, were also part of the chapel's decoration, including a sculpture of Saint George on the keystone of
the vaulted chapel ceiling, and an embroidered altar frontal, a
cloth cover for the front of the altar.

